
  
 

Introduction to the Common Sense of 2009  
 

“The Second Coming of Common Sense” 
 

Declaring Our Second and Final American Revolution 
 
 
1776, 2009, and An American Agenda 
 
In January of 1776 – the inspired American colonist Thomas Paine unleashed his revolutionary pamphlet 
Common Sense upon his fellow American colonists, regarding their bringing an end to abuses they were 
suffering under the English monarchy.  Less than six (6) months later on July 4th 1776, the Declaration of 
Independence was approved by the Continental Congress representing the 13 English colonies in 
America. 
 
I submit and declare to you that the book, The Second Coming of Common Sense (CS2) presented to my 
Fellow Americans, could well become the most important political writing for and to the American 
people since Paine’s personal offering to his Fellow American Colonists.   
 
Considering the sorry state of American economic and social affairs – the 2009 revolutionary message 
and content of CS2 sincerely needs to be just that!  It aspires to be that substantial of a public 
communication in order to effectively serve the Common Good of our People and our Nation at this 
critical moment in time.  The year 2009 starts as one of the darkest for families and our nation since the 
1930’s.   
 
It is the Plain Truth to state that one of the 300 million of us – in the name of the Common Good of our 
fellow American citizens – had to write a “CS2” for the rest to privately read and consider – just as Paine, 
one of less than 3 million colonists freely decided to do.   
 
Therefore, in 718 pages and over 180,000 of my own words, I have given it my best effort for the country 
that I love and for each of You – my Fellow American citizens.  Practically every page and certainly 
every concept and problem-solving proposal in The Second Coming of Common Sense were critically 
reviewed by folks just like You and your circle of people.   
 
The book is dedicated to You, the individual American citizen.   
 
You are the intended audience that its content seeks to serve.  
 
You will be the judge of its message and practical worth to the Common Good of the nation.   
 
And, You will decide whether or not to bring this Revolution to life…     
 
As it is read and considered, We the People may then begin the critical national debate amongst ourselves 
about the nation’s near and long term future.  It must be an internal, national debate about the true State of 
the Union.  A discussion that only We the People of the United States of America have the RIGHT to 
have.   
 
Pre-meditated, radical Change in many cases is what CS2 is all about, just as Thomas Paine’s Common 
Sense called for a declaration of independence.  In problem-solving at any level, the first option is always 
to do absolutely nothing and let the Status Quo alone.  Our national ancestors did not take option one.  
We the People of 2009 cannot afford to select Option One either.   
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You Cannot Improve Upon Perfection 
 
Thomas Paine opened his revolutionary pamphlet Common Sense with the following words, addressed to 
his fellow Englishmen in the American colonies regarding the acceptance of radical, but publicly 
necessary Change:   
 

“PERHAPS the sentiments contained in the following pages, are not yet sufficiently fashionable 
to procure them general favor; a long habit of not thinking a thing wrong, gives it the superficial 
appearance of being right, and raises at first the formidable outcry in the defense of custom.  But 
the tumult soon subsides.  Time makes more converts than reason.”   

 
 
The passage of Time rather than simple Reason is often required for the acceptance of real Change, 
including a disruptive and threatening a concept such as Democracy in 1776!  However, for practical 
Change to eventually happen within a society the “Reason” must first be presented to the Masses for 
consideration.  In this our moment in time, We simply cannot afford to waste much more Time thinking 
about Change.  We cannot afford or allow the Congress to keep “just talking” about Change and doing 
nothing about it.  We must stand together and start addressing the hard circumstances that now confront 
our economy and society, as well as dealing with the Congress that only perpetuates the Status Quo.   
 

o     o     o     o 
 
For some sense of the haunting message of Common Sense that helped the struggling colonists to come to 
terms with their Common condition, these are Paine’s closing words to the anxious colonists.  He spoke 
to the colonists about finally facing and resolving their singular hard challenge – just as We must now be 
about facing our many challenges.   
 

“These proceedings may at first appear strange and difficult; but, like all other steps which we 
have already passed over, will in a little time become familiar and agreeable; and, until an 
independance is declared, the Continent will feel itself like a man who continues putting off some 
unpleasant business from day to day, yet knows it must be done, hates to set about it, wishes it 
over, and is continually haunted with the thoughts of its necessity.”  

 
– Thomas Paine, January 1776 

 
Truly, the written word at it’s very finest.  
 

o     o     o     o 
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To Facilitate Your Review 
 
I hereby offer my book, The Second Coming of Common Sense to my Fellow Americans for your 
personal review and consideration, and very hopefully for open discussions with those in your own world.   
 
This Blog website format presents the entire 718-pages of CS2 presented in 44 numbered (e.g., E01, E02, 
etc) “Excerpts”.  The Excerpts are clearly noted an extended Table of Contents from CS2 that comprises 
the only posting to be made on the main page of this site.  The left panel presents the numbered Excerpts 
and provides a named PDF module link for each -- for example:  
 

E01 Dedication, Purpose, and Thanks 
E43 Thomas Paine’s Common Sense    

 
For those of us that are new to the PDF document format, all you need to do is click on one of the Excerpt 
links and its contents will be displayed as though you were opening an email or a Word document.  As 
you desire, it is easy to adjust the size of the print to make it a comfortable size to read.   
 
Please and as you may like, any of the CS2 Excerpts may be Saved to your computer and/or forwarded to 
a friend.  Help spread the good word!  Accessing a PDF file requires a software package called, Adobe 
Reader that recognizes the PDF format.  That package is rather universal in the software industry and is 
probably already on your computer, but if not it can easily be found on the Internet for ‘free’ download.  
 
 
The Table of Contents -- The Second Coming of Common Sense (CS2)  
 
Without further comment, here is the Table of Contents as shown in CS2 without the Excerpts noted.  As 
you review it consider the variety of serious public issues and subject areas that it touches upon and in 
particular the 27 problem-solving proposals in Part 3 -- An American Agenda for 2008 and Beyond.   
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From the Author .................................................................................. 15 
My Inspiration and Our Example ......................................................... 19 
Background, Terms, and Common Understanding ............................... 21   
 1. This Project for America ................................................... 21 
 2. The National System......................................................... 26 
 3. A Partial List of Public Grievances with “Our” U.S.  
       Congress ...................................................................... 28 
 4. The Screamers .................................................................. 32 
 5. Illegal Occupants (IO) ...................................................... 34 
 6. American Industry Restructuring ...................................... 40 
 7. A Historical Political Challenge for Consideration ............ 54 
 

Part 2 — The American Condition ............................ 57 
Time and Reason ................................................................................. 57 
American Themes ............................................................................... 60 
We the People Are in This Together .................................................... 70 
Reconciling Our Minority and Majority Interests ................................. 84 
Our National Challenges...................................................................... 99   



 Common Sense 2009 
 

   4

Part 3 – An American Agenda for 2008 
  and Beyond ................................................. 102 
Introduction ....................................................................................... 102 
Proposals for the Common Good ....................................................... 104 
An American Agenda  ....................................................................... 116 
 
Federal Reform Proposals ............................................................... 117  
1 Presidential and U.S. Representative Term Amendments .......... 117 
2 Voting Day Reform – Access to the Polls ................................. 121 
3 Eligible Voter Reform .............................................................. 124 
4 Real Campaign Finance Reform  .............................................. 129 
 
National Proposals ........................................................................... 133 
5 American Population Management (APM) ............................... 136 
6 English as First and Only Language ......................................... 157 
7 The U.S. Re-Employment System ............................................ 170 
8 National Drug Reform (Controlling the Hard Drug  
  Industry) ......................................................................... 189 
9  Re-Considering the Military Draft – Saving Our Youth ............ 227 
10 Zero Tolerance for Free-Will Crime by All People ................... 235 
11 The Family Support Administration ......................................... 247 
12 Family Basic Asset Protection    ............................................... 249 
13 American Owned Business Preference Policy........................... 253  
 
Local Community Proposals  .......................................................... 255 
14 Local Pride and Accountability ................................................ 255 
15 Education – The “Final Answer” for Many Students 
  and Adults ...................................................................... 260 
16 Physical Fitness for Our Children ............................................. 268 
17 Community Service Training ................................................... 271 
 
American Industry Restructuring (AIR) Proposals ....................... 275 
Introduction to AIR ........................................................................... 275 
America’s Economic Journey 1945 to 2008 ....................................... 279 
New and Renewal Industries ........................................................... 325 
18 Re-Cycling as a Major Industry ................................................ 326 
19 Hemp Industry – The Truth for a Change ................................. 330 
20 Domestic Cannabis Industry ..................................................... 334 
21 Take Back Industries (TBIs) – Domestic 
  Manufacturing and IGEs ................................................. 342 
Existing Industries ........................................................................... 346 
AIR Program Introduction ................................................................. 346 
22 Health Care Insurance for ALL Americans ............................... 376 
23 The Pharmaceutical Industry .................................................... 398 
24 The Tobacco (Nailing the Most Deadly Drug) Industry ............ 416 
A Brief Intermission!   
25 The Oil Industry ....................................................................... 434 
26 The Banking and Credit Card Industries ................................... 455 
27 The Defense (Military Industrial Complex) Industry ................ 474 
Closing Thoughts on Our Agenda ...................................................... 509 
With Regard to The Fourth Estate ..................................................... 519 
 

  



 Common Sense 2009 
 

   5

Part 4 – Regarding Our Three Civil Wars ………...530 
Our First American Civil War – To Create ........................................ 531 
Our Second American Civil War – To Preserve ................................. 572 
Honoring Those that Pay the Ultimate Price....................................... 577 
Our Third and Final American Civil War – To Control ...................... 584 

 
Part 5 – We the People — Will Decide Our Nation’s 
 Future................................................................. 591 
Deciding Not to Maintain a Dysfunctional Status Quo ....................... 591 
The Origin and Design of Our Representative Government  ............... 601            
Our Dysfunctional U.S. Congress ...................................................... 605 
Staging the Second American Revolution .......................................... 624 
The 2006 and 2008 National Elections ............................................... 635 
Reclaiming the National System and Our Nation ............................... 649 
We the People – Then and Now ......................................................... 655  
Our Moment in Time ......................................................................... 659 
 

Appendix 
Common Sense, Thomas Paine, the original text February 1776,  
  Revised Second Edition .................................................. 669 
   

Written by A J Wildman 
Completed on February 9, 2008 

Published 2008 by Beaver Pond Publishing, Greenville, PA 
 
 
 
 
Note to Reader:  
 
Again, the message of CS2 was partially targeted at the 11-4-2008 Presidential and Congressional 
National Election, thus there are references to that Election in the copied text. Please excuse the odd time-
frame it presents.  The relevance of that past Election and the upcoming 11-2-2010 off-year 
Congressional National Election will be discussed in this document.   
 
Thank you… 
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Welcome to Pure Political Non-Fiction 
 
In order to set the proper tone and frame of reference for this website and The Second Coming of Common 
Sense -- here is the Introduction to the book that I consider to be an open 180,000-plus word personal 
letter from me to You!  This Introduction will also give you some insight into my somewhat dry sense of 
humor that is laced throughout the book.  I have always found it quite possible to inject some humor into 
serious situations in order to cut the intensity that can develop, yet still deliver a very direct point.  
   
 

Introduction  
 

From the Author  
 

“With Absolute Intent” 
 
Allow me to be very clear on a few points from the very start of this unfortunately one-sided 
conversation.  First, the concepts, proposals, and challenges presented for your consideration, are entirely 
this American citizen’s personal creation and responsibility.  
 
Also, that you are reading one American citizen’s critique of our National System. 
 
Further, that these contents were written with all due sincerity and with the professional objectivity of a 
career systems analyst and business problem solver — seeking to define a practical vision of America’s 
future, as well as discussing how we as a Democratic nation can initiate deliberate actions toward that 
future in the months leading up to the 2008 National Election. 
   

Finally and most importantly, please consider that these contents 
 are intended to be taken by you the reader 

as seriously as a heart attack… 
 

o       o       o       o 
 
 
This is a National Reality Check — Consider Yourself Fairly Warned 
 
Herein you will find practical analysis and what will in several cases ‘initially’ sound like radical 
approaches — aggressive solutions to difficult national problems.   
 
Viable social and economic reform legislative leadership is offered because our currently declining 
National System requires nothing less if the American voyage is to be re-directed in favor of the Common 
Good of our citizens!   
 

o       o       o       o 
 
 
To continue.   
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An American Agenda and “Publicly Acceptable” Change   
 
Now for a real taste of our controllable future that will be detailed in the pages of The Second Coming of 
Common Sense!  The following Points of Change are taken from some of the 27 Agenda proposals.  This 
is where the rubber meets the road.  This is how real economic and social Change designed to serve the 
Common Good – the Change that We the People voted for on November 4, 2008 -- is practically defined!   
 
• To finally have a National Registration rather than another worthless Census every ten (10) years, 

such as the one gearing up for 2010.  The real securing of our national borders, including a 2,000 mile 
Southern Border fence and the freezing all immigration for a few years while We sort things out.   
 
We the Citizens have had far too much of Illegal Occupants!  The Special Interests that have managed 
keep this national invasion going since Reagan’s “one-time” amnesty bill need to be silenced.  The 
politician that finally has the political guts to do what should have been done years ago will earn the 
respect and admiration of the majority of the American public (the voters).    

 
• To boldly confront the Plain Truth that our Economic System must undergo and extreme make-over!  

And that is not being cute.  Our grim economic situation requires and demands that We restructure 
our faltering Economic System that was built in the 1940’s, 1950’s and 60’, but began to its slow 
decline in the 1970’s.  Realistically, it is the underlying Economic System that was born in that 
Golden Age of American Capitalism that is no longer viable.  It cannot sustain Our desired national 
way-of-life without Real Change.  Reasonable, yet Revolutionary Change!  And it will work.    

 
• The forced and economically prudent (required) restructuring of key National Infrastructure 

Industries (NII) such as: 
o Medical Insurance – Proposal 22,  
o Tobacco – Proposal 23,  
o Pharmaceutical – Proposal 24,  
o Banking and Credit Card – Proposal 25,  
o Oil – Proposal 26,  
o Defense – Proposal 27, 
 

Other industries such as Automobile and Plastics, along with certain economically critical “items” 
such as Corn and Coal that are sold and manipulated via the Commodities Markets -- are urgent 
candidates for publicly acceptable and beneficial restructuring, as well.   

 
• Finally realizing the full legalization and decriminalization of cannabis in 2009 (shall We say October 

1st).  The cleaning of ridiculous criminal records for such offenses.  Many thousands of our people 
will be released from prison and We will never need to build another one!  Amen.   

 
• The planned and predictable “near-term” use of the Death Penalty to severely reduce violent, free-will 

crimes such as pre-meditated murder, pre-meditated rape, and pedophile crimes.  
 
• By just implementing a simple learning system in every public school in America; by publicly 

hatching a 20-year old educational Golden Egg –  We the People will provide the final answer to No 
Child Left Behind.   

 
• By implementing a simple and inexpensive (cheap) exercise program in every public school in 

America -- 40-plus million public school students will collectively lose hundreds of millions of 
pounds in less than a year.  And they will also learn why and how keep it off!   Thus, attacking 
juvenile diabetes and many other public health costs with prevention now -- rather than pills and pain 
later!    
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• Knowing that Hemp will not and cannot get anyone stoned!  However, it will give American farmers 
a viable new crop that they have lobbied (pleaded) with Congress for the Right to grow for decades.  
A simple, easy-to-grow, God-given plant that will technically allow them to “grow” paper and paper 
products, cloth, rope, canvas, home heating oil, plastics, and diesel fuel.  And the Truth will set us 
free… 

 
• Demanding a national re-cycling industry that will create multiple, major re-cycling operations in all 

435 U.S. Congressional Districts.  And the manufacturing jobs it will provide the raw materials for.   
 
How did You like that?  Most of that not only sounded good to You, but to well over 60% of the our 
Fellow Americans, as well.  That is a good taste of what We the People have the Power to select, direct, 
and expect out of Our elected national (and state) leadership.  Starting this calendar year!  
 
We the People, can expect these things and so much more with Our collective and demonstrated support 
for An American Agenda.  Most of it is only common sense.   
 

o       o       o       o 
 
 
  



 Common Sense 2009 
 

   9

My Challenge to “You” the Reader 
 
About that “to be taken seriously as a heart attack” comment -- The Second Coming of Common Sense, 
like the historic pamphlet it was very respectfully named after is not to be taken lightly.  Both of them 
boldly acknowledge the obviously dysfunctional Status Quo, declare the public’s need for dramatic 
Change, and challenge the Masses to be actively involved in making it happen!  Because only We can 
make it happen.   
 
As you can tell the book’s well-critiqued content, confronts and resolves real problems in an aggressive, 
yet publicly acceptable manner for the Common Good of our citizens -- and makes no apologies for it to 
any group or nation!  It must be America and Americans first and foremost.   
 
By now You are well aware that CS2 is not just another single issue political book or one that talks about 
how terrible things are with a given public problem, says that “we all need to get together” and work to 
resolve the problem, and then the book ends!!  No vision and no guts. 
 
CS2 is a reality-based book and will provide the growing majority of concerned Americans of all types, 
backgrounds, and social standing with The Truth.  And frankly, while We the People may not always 
want to deal with reality – when We find ourselves in a situation such that faces “us” today – We not only 
need to hear the Truth, We expect our leaders to lead -- and fix our Common Problems.   In all 
seriousness folks, We cannot hold Our Collective breath waiting for that Congressional miracle to 
happen.  Oh, the shock that would be!   
 

It did pain me that The Second Coming of Common Sense did not surface and become a factor in 
the 2008 Presidential and Congressional campaigns as I had worked and hoped for. However, in 
this case the passage of Time has provided more validation of the reasoning in CS2’s argument.   
It is mid-March 2009 and already Congress is up to its regular way of doing somebody else’s 
business, not serving the Common Good, and thinking about the next election.  The Democrats 
are even fighting amongst themselves.  We will give them all something new to think about – 
forced retirement!   

 
Therefore, We must now in the revolutionary spirit of E Pluribus Unum (Many for One) put aside Party 
and individual preferences and prejudices – political, social, economic, religious, and otherwise -- and 
stand together for the Common Good – of our citizens!      
 
 
The next piece is taken for Part 2 of CS2 under the heading of “Reconciling Our Minority and Majority 
Interests”.    

 
All for One While We Consider 
 
As we the citizens of the United States of America come together to deal with what is our moment in 
time, the Change process will be best served if we approach the national reconciliation only as Americans, 
and not as one or more of the following:   
 
Baptist 
Buddhist 
Catholic 
Charismatic 
Christian 
Conservative 
Democrat 
Evangelical 
Fundamentalist 
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Green 
Hindu 
Independent 
Jew 
Liberal 
Lutheran 
Methodist 
Moderate 
Mormon 
Moslem – Shiite and Sunni 
Native American 
Native-born American 
Naturalized American 
Non-Believer  
Non-Voter (until next time) 
Presbyterian 
Protestant 
Republican 
Zealots of Any Kind! 
 
Prejudice is not something anyone is born with. It is learned perception and behavior.   
 
In advance I must clarify with all sincerity, if you find yourself thinking what follows is sounding at all 
prejudicial, PLEASE, just let it go.  Because you would be reading it wrong, for that is absolutely not my 
intent or that of the message presented in CS2.  At the same time I will bluntly acknowledge that the 
words attempting to properly frame and summarize such worldwide realities cannot please everyone, and 
will  be very ‘biting’ on some ears — and it needs to be!  Again, I do not write about Fantasyland.   
 
Because remember, just like love, sometimes the truth really hurts… 
 
And, frankly be a bit thankful you are not trying to write this piece yourself... 
 

o       o       o       o 
 
 
To continue…  Or the whole book for that matter!   
 
 
Words Must Have Meaning to the Masses 
 
No group of words ever written by man or woman ever became well-known without being read and 
appreciated by the Masses.  Throughout history, literature has been read by the Masses only because 
someone “other than the author” read it and by word-of-mouth or some other form of public 
communication made others aware of its existence and that it might be worth their time to read.  Consider 
that Thomas Paine’s Common Sense reportedly sold an astounding 500,000 copies in 1776 alone – at a 
time when there were less than 3 million colonists!  Neither Paine or this author’s purpose is to sell a 
bunch of books -- it is to spread the message of “common sense for the common good”.   
 
Further, consider that literature is only remembered over the centuries with admiration and respect when 
it has touched the hearts and minds of the Masses – of the People – when it has encouraged individuals 
and/or nations to dare to do great things, the difficult things in the name of the Common Good of the 
Many.   
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Civilization is only advanced by the sharing and acceptance of prudent and practical concepts and ideas 
that promote the Common Good – and the eventual claiming of those concepts and ideas by the Masses.  
Unfortunately, as history has shown over and over the again – the “act of claiming” by the Masses is often 
one of public violence that is required in order to cast off the Old Order of Things – the failed Status Quo 
within a society.  
 
Thankfully the somewhat radical, yet publicly beneficial Changes presented for the Common Good of the 
Masses in The Second Coming of Common Sense may be accomplished quite peacefully thanks to our 
U.S. Constitution.   
 
I submit that as We the People first individually – become comfortable with CS2’s themes, concepts, and 
An American Agenda – the Change that has been ‘talked about’ so much will finally take practical form.  
A “publicly acceptable” National Vision of a revised Status Quo and a viable National Destiny will come 
clearly into focus.   

 
o       o       o       o 

 
The following piece is taken from Part 5 of The Second Coming of Common Sense.  Please keep in mind 
that the book was completed back in early February of 2008.  It describes the public’s growing concerns 
and their increasing awareness of the need for political Change over the last 30 years.   
 
 
My Sense of the Public’s Weariness 
  
Over the last 30 years or so, I have had the absolute pleasure of talking with literally thousands of other 
“regular” people about politics and various issues that we confront in our daily lives.  In fact, talking with 
other people most of whom are total strangers about political and religious issues, I consider as my 
primary hobby!  And since I will only discuss “politics and religion” with people, not argue about them, I 
have enjoyed many interesting conversations regarding their personal opinions, concerns, and dreams. 
   
Over the last 15 years I have observed that the average American has become more informed and 
conversational on political issues.  I believe that demonstrates the fact that they are more concerned about 
the way things are going and what it means for their own future and that of their children and 
grandchildren.   
 
And over these last 7-plus years all of the negative conditions that continued to grow around us during the 
1990s have accelerated with some reaching critical mass (and that does not include the Bush IIs optional 
and failed Iraq War).   
 
Objectively this negative “national condition” must be credited to the combined 535-Club memberships 
of the U.S. House of Representatives and U.S. Senate — credited to both parties that are ignoring our 
common problems and their Constitutional responsibilities to address and fairly resolve them.  Credited to 
our alleged national leadership that is acting more and more like spoiled children arguing over who will 
get their way and not accepting responsibility for their freewill, legislative actions and more so their 
consistent in-action.  
 
It is all too easy to observe that the Masses of us have grown tired of Congressional inaction, and are 
disgusted with the current direction of America and with the growing dysfunctional nature of our National 
System.  In both the domestic or foreign arenas our valid concerns have only grown more intense over 
these last years, as we have stood helpless and observed conditions truly worsen.   
 
My sense is that the American citizen is more than ready for realistic, honest, and problem-solving 
oriented national leadership.  I observe that is where we stand as we approach the crucial 2008 national 
campaign and the pending Election Day.   
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o       o       o       o 

 
To continue.   
 
In those few decades worth of personal conversations (I love talking with people about this stuff!), the 
concepts and details of what would eventually be the contents of The Second Coming of Common Sense 
were refined by public comment and criticism.    
 
My professionally objective and solemn personal belief is that 60% to 70% of our Fellow Americans 
would support and vote for the Changes presented in CS2.   Granted many will not initially love part(s) of 
it, but there are no perfect solutions among 300 million people.  However, they will quickly reconcile 
themselves of the fairness and prudence of the approaches offered to finally confront and resolve our 
Common Problems.  Resolved for the Common Good of our Citizens and our Nation – first and foremost!   
 
Any questions?  
 
 
Recognizing Our Power to Control 
 
Finally, the never talked about, but publicly empowering realization that We The People have the Option, 
the Right, and the absolute Authority to replace eighty-seven percent – yes – 87% of the United States 
Congress every twenty-four (24) months.  And to keep doing it until they finally get it right!  Dwell on 
that reality for a few minutes.    

o       o       o       o 
 
We the People will reach a Common Agreement on the proper and practical functioning of our National 
System and our overall society.  We will see our desired national future.  We will declare it to be ours.  
We will participate in and direct the Change process.  And, We will observe as it is expediently put in 
place starting in 2009!    
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The Timing of CS2 and this Website 
 
As explained on the back cover of the book, I began writing on July 1, 2005 after Bush IIs re-election, 
due to my growing concerns about the additional damage that his administration would allow Special 
Interests and certain industries to do the economy and our society in his second term.  Frankly it turned 
out to be even worse than I wanted to imagine.  It is a national tragedy and We are living in it.    
 
It took 2 years, 7 months, and 9 days until February 9, 2008 while working full-time to complete, The 
Second Coming of Common Sense.  It was then self-published through a small, independent publishing 
company in western Pennsylvania – my many thanks to them for their professional support and personal 
encouragement of my project.   
 
What you will be reading on this website is the un-altered text (except for correcting a few random typos).    
Its contents were frozen-in-time just after the Super Tuesday Primary elections across the country, and 
thus prior to the predatory run-up in gas prices, before the national and world financial systems hit the 
wall, before those that greedily benefited for seven (7) years of Bush II came to us in the eighth year to 
cover their losses, and before Barack Obama was the Democrats clear choice as their Presidential 
candidate.   
 
As the time passed, my desire grew for CS2 to have some impact upon the 2008 Congressional Elections 
and that is the frame of reference in parts of the book.  However, to my disappointment for various 
reasons that is not how it turned out.  There was just too much else going on last year on the national 
political playing field for CS2 to be noticed.  Although things were getting worse economically every 
month as 2008 progressed, the public and Press were properly focused upon the Change Election. 
 
However, as it has turned out that delay beyond the November 2008 Election and into 2009 may have 
actually been very much for the best.  
 
Our Almost Historic 11-4-2008 “Congressional” Election – Is Moved to 11-2-2010 
 
In the end, on 11-4-08 the American Electorate spoke and We got it half right!  We elected someone 
capable of and at least interested in leading the required Change Era.  A person actually interested in 
working for the Common Good was placed in the White House.  On that historic day the American 
Electorate demonstrated two (2) things to the world and the power-brokers of the current dysfunctional 
Status Quo.  
 
First, We the People elected an American Black man to be our President and thus validated the true virtue 
of American Democracy.   
 
Secondly, We the People put the power-brokers on notice that the Old Order and Status Quo were just 
that.  An unavoidable Change Era had come for our economy and society.  We were declaring Our 
readiness for real national leadership – with practical, political guts intended to serve the Common Good.     
 
With the election of President Barack Obama, the majority of the American Electorate has demonstrated a 
national maturity un-matched in world history.  In my analysis, We also declared our utter disgust with 
the Status Quo – the current power structure within the American National System – the way America has 
really been working on a day-to-day basis.  And with those self-serving powers that deliberately drove 
our economy into the ground for seven (7) years for their own “fun and excessive profit” – and in 2008 
came to “their paid for President and Congress” to bail them out!  Not to fix the growing holes in the 
National System, but to temporarily bail them out.  With no strings attached!   
  

o       o       o       o 
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With regard to the dysfunctional U.S. Congress and the 11-04-08 election results – having only voted the 
Democrats into greater numerical and theoretical control in Congress – the American Electorate did not 
exercise our Democratic Authority to totally clear the playing field as We should have.  And it did not 
even take two (2) weeks after the Inauguration for both Parties in both the House and Senate to get back 
to their Status Quo perpetuating, business-as-usual and arguing like spoiled children.  All in plain view of 
We the People – the commonly disgusted and evermore frustrated Masses of Americans!     
 
We must finally face the blunt reality that it is Our collective fault that so many in both Parties in the US 
Congress were re-elected again on 11-4-08.  That is the Plain Truth of it all.   
 
My direct challenge and recommendation in CS2 was that We vote out-of-office most if not all of the 468 
incumbent members of the House and Senate whose congressional seats that were up for election on 
November 4th 2008.  That is our Constitutional Right and Responsibility as the American Electorate when 
confronted with such failed leadership.  Too bad We did not have this conversation before that historic 
vote.   
 
However Comma 
 
Going forward, We must make it “perfectly clear” to the 469 Congressional incumbents whose seats are 
up for election on November 2, 2010 that they, not the President, are on two (2) years “probation” – for 
their precious jobs.  Thus far they are collectively already off to a very, bad start -- Democrats and 
Republicans alike.   
 
The serious domestic and foreign policy Changes that must be made starting in 2009 for us to regain 
control of our economy, society, and our National Destiny, cannot be accomplished with the same cast of 
characters in Congress.  We the People, must let Congress know We are mad as hell and will not tolerate 
their roadblocks to prudent Change anymore!   
 

o       o       o       o 
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Why Real Change Was Needed in 1776 
 
Without going into great detail let me point out a real similarity between what our National Ancestors 
faced in 1776 and what We the People find ourselves facing in 2009.    
 
In Part 4 of The Second Coming of Common Sense, I call their historic fight for freedom from England 
our nation’s First Civil War which when you think about it is exactly what it was -- a civil war when the 
English colonies in America fought and bled to break away from the Mother country and the British 
Empire.  No small feat!  Some 25,000 colonists died in the war for their independence and our future.  
That was about one-percent (1%) of the colonial population at the time -- the equivalent of 3,000,000 of 
us today.  Consider that for a few moments.   
 
The Declaration of Independence is a fairly brief document containing just over 1,300 words.  It is 
comprised of a famous introduction, “When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one 
people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another…”.   It is then followed by 
a list of 27 ‘grievances’ that the colonists had with His Majesty and the Monarchy – and then by a purely 
magnificent closing and final sentence that spoke to the bold commitment being made by those that dared 
to sign it,  
 

And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the Protection of Divine 
Providence,  we  mutually  pledge  to  each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor. 

 
 
That grand American document is presented next.  I have bolded the fourth paragraph that begins with, 
“That  whenever  any  Form  of  Government becomes destructive of these ends...”  I believe speaks 
directly to our current predicament with the elected members of the U.S. Congress and the un-elected 
Special Interests that blatantly pull their strings.   
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The Declaration of Independence 
by Thomas Jefferson 

 
THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE: 
      In Congress, July 4, 1776, 
 
THE UNANIMOUS DECLARATION OF THE THIRTEEN UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands 
which have connected them with another, and to assume  among the Powers of the  earth, the separate and 
equal  station to which  the Laws of  Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them, a  decent respect to the 
opinions  of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation. 
 
        We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that  they are endowed  by 
their Creator  with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of 
Happiness. 
 
        That to  secure these  rights, Governments  are instituted among Men, deriving  their just  powers 
from  the consent  of the governed. 
 
        That  whenever  any  Form  of  Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right  
of the People to alter or  to abolish it, and to  institute new Government, laying  its foundation on 
such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem  most likely to  effect 
their Safety  and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will  dictate that Governments long  established 
should not be changed for light and transient  causes; and accordingly all experience hath shown, 
that mankind are more disposed to suffer,  while evils are  sufferable, than to  right themselves by 
abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed.  But when a long train of abuses and 
usurpations, pursuing invariably the  same Object,  evinces a  design to  reduce them under 
absolute Despotism,  it is  their right,  it is  their duty,  to throw off such Government, and  to 
provide new Guards for  their future security. 
 
Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains 
them to alter their former Systems of Government. The history of the present King of  Great Britain is a 
history of repeated injuries and  usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute 
Tyranny over these States.  To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world. 
 
He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good.  
 
He has  forbidden his  Governors to  pass Laws  of immediate and pressing importance,  unless suspended  
in their  operation till his Assent  should be  obtained; and  when so  suspended, he has utterly neglected 
to attend to them. 
 
He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of  people, unless  those 
people  would relinquish the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right  inestimable to them and 
formidable to tyrants only. 
 
He has called together legislative bodies at places  unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from  the 
depository of their  public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his 
measures. 
 
He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for  opposing with manly firmness his invasions on 
the rights of the people. 
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He has  refused for  a long  time, after  such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby the 
Legislative powers,  incapable of Annihilation,  have returned to  the People at  large for their exercise; 
the State remaining in the mean time exposed to all  the dangers  of invasion  from without, and 
convulsions within. 
 
He has endeavoured  to prevent the  population of these  States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws of 
Naturalization of  Foreigners; refusing to pass  others to encourage their  migrations hither, and raising  
the  conditions  of new Appropriations of Lands. 
 
He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary 
powers. 
 
He has made Judges dependent  on his Will alone, for  the tenure of their offices, and the amount and 
payment of their salaries. 
 
He  has  erected  a  multitude  of  New Offices, and sent hither swarms  of  Officers  to  harass  our  
People, and eat out their substance. 
 
He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of our legislatures. 
 
He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil power. 
 
He has combined with others to subject us  to a  jurisdiction foreign to  our constitution,  and 
unacknowledged  by our  laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation: 
 
For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us: 
 
For protecting them,  by a mock  Trial, from Punishment  for any Murders which  they should  commit on  
the Inhabitants of these States: 
 
For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world: 
 
For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent: 
 
For depriving  us in  many cases,  of the benefits of Trial by Jury: 
 
For transporting  us  beyond  Seas  to  be  tried for pretended offences: 
 
For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, establishing  therein  an  
Arbitrary  government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as  to render it at once  an example and fit 
instrument for  introducing the same absolute  rule into these Colonies: 
 
For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms 
of our Governments:  
 
For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with power to legislate for us in 
all cases whatsoever. 
 
He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging War against us. 
 
He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the Lives of our people. 
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He is at this time transporting large armies of foreign mercenaries to compleat the works of death, 
desolation and  tyranny, already begun with circumstances  of Cruelty & perfidy  scarcely paralleled in 
the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation. 
 
He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear  Arms against their  
Country, to become  the executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves  by their Hands. 
 
He has excited domestic insurrections amongst  us, and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our 
frontiers, the merciless Indian  Savages, whose  known rule  of warfare, is an undistinguished destruction 
of all ages, sexes and conditions. 
 
In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms: Our 
repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince, whose character is thus marked 
by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people. 
 
Nor have We been wanting in attention to our British brethren. We have warned them from time to time 
of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us.  We have reminded them 
of the circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and 
magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow  these  
usurpations, which would inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too have been 
deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce  in  the  necessity,  which  
denounces our Separation,  and  hold  them,  as  we  hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace 
Friends. 
 
We,  therefore,  the  Representatives  of  the  united States of America,  in  General  Congress,  
Assembled,  appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our  intentions, do, in the 
Name,  and by Authority of  the good People of  these Colonies,  solemnly  publish  and  declare,  That  
these  United Colonies are,  and of  Right ought  to be  Free and  Independent States;  that  they  are  
Absolved  from  all  Allegiance to the British Crown,  and that  all political  connection between them and  
the  State  of  Great  Britain,  is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that  as Free and  Independent 
States, they  have full  Power  to  levy  War,  conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, 
and  to do all  other Acts and  Things which Independent States may of right do.  
 
And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the Protection of  Divine Providence,  we  
mutually  pledge  to  each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor. 
 

        JOHN HANCOCK, President 
 

o       o       o       o 
 
 
 
 
Hancock and fifty-five (55) other brave souls, by virtue of their signature became the first Americans!  
 
 
To continue.   
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Why Real Change Is Needed in 2009 
 
Why? Because the way things currently are in this economically lost country and where they are headed -
- is fully unacceptable to the growing majority of Our Fellow Americans.  That probably includes, You 
and 80% of We the People!   
 
I will not go into detail about why Change is needed at this critical moment in life of our American 
Democracy, since that is what the 718 pages of The Second Coming of Common Sense address.  Also 
because the news is full of old and new reasons for it every day!   
 
While writing CS2, I sometimes wondered what Paine might have said about a given issue that confronts 
the Masses today and how he would have chosen to communicate it to the Masses.  I suggest that the two 
(2) introductory pieces to this “CommonSense2009” Internet site could be viewed as our, Re-Declaration 
of Independence.  There is no intended humor on that sentence.  We must start it somewhere!   
 
In Part 4 of CS2, I challenge You and me to join the electoral and Congressional fight to re-assume 
Control over our own government and our National Destiny in our nation’s Third Civil War.  It is a fight 
to take control of our Domestic and Foreign policy away from those that are running the American 
economy to destruction and destroying our desired way of life.  
 

o       o       o       o 
 
 
While drafting Part 1 of The Second Coming of Common Sense and without considering the Declaration, I 
created what is called our public Grievance List containing thirty (30) public problems and refer to it 
many times in the book.  It is unfortunately only a partial list of our problems, but speaks to the failure of 
many successive Congress’ to effectively address, let alone fix serious public problems no matter what 
Party is in control.  Here is that partial, public Grievance List from CS2:  
 
3.  A Partial List of Public Grievances with “Our” U.S. Congress 
 
The following is just a partial list of significant public issues that the U.S. Congress, in particular and the 
White House are failing to address.  No great secrets here.  Our initial Grievance List will be referred to 
many times in CS2:     

 
• Automobile/Truck Theft 
• Commodity Market Abuses 
• Contaminated Food Supply 
• Crimes of Physical Assault  
• Crimes of Financial Assault  
• Drug War in our Streets 
• Employment/Income (viable and legal)  
• Ending the Iraq War 
• Gangs in Our Communities  
• Global Warming 
• Homelessness 
• Housing Costs  
• Hunger 
• Illegal Immigration – ending it  
• Interest Rates on Primary Family Residence 
• Katrina Clean-up 
• Judicial Legal Complex (JLC) 
• Medical Insurance for all American citizens – cradle to grave 
• Military Industrial Complex (MIC) 
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• Oil Industry Windfall Profits and Other Abuses  
• Over-weight children, teenagers, and adults 
• Poverty Among Our Citizens 
• Public Education 
• Pre-meditated Murder 
• Pre-meditated Pedophile Crimes Against our Youth 
• Pre-meditated Rape 
• Prescription Medicine Costs 
• Stem Cell Research 
• Social Security Solvency 
• War on Terror 

 
Many of our common public problems will be positively addressed if not resolved to the public’s 
satisfaction with the timely and appropriate implementation of the proposals to be presented in Part 3 — 
An American Agenda for 2008 and Beyond.  The continued existence of these and other long-standing 
public problems shall no longer be tolerated by the American electorate. And neither will the U.S. 
Congress that by their wrong actions and inactions allows it all to continue.   
  
Remember — that the initial Grievance List only contains thirty (30) of the issues that help define and 
explain the public’s disapproval with the Status Quo of our National System, and with the U.S. Congress 
whose job responsibility it is to resolve such economic and social issues – for the Common Good.   
 

o       o       o       o 
 
To continue.   
 
As you gained some sense of earlier, An American Agenda boldly addresses and resolves several issues 
on that List.  It also lays the solid foundation and presents the methodology for resolving many others.     
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In Closing 
 
Please consider the thousands of hours devoted to all this writing and indulge me a few more pages and 
minutes of your time.  More than anything else my desire to put an end to much of the preventable pain 
and suffering among our people kept me from quitting this effort long ago, and has brought me to these 
words.  And my personal faith in God that always strengthened me to keep going.   
 
I wrestled with how to close this introduction and had to fight the real desire to get more into the 
Proposals and how to begin their implementation. To write about what the Masses could begin to achieve 
by working together for our Common Good.  However, in the end I determined that 
CommonSense2009.typepad.com was only to be about the book, The Second Coming of Common Sense.  
It will contain nothing else.  All other issues will be aggressively presented on the active Blog site, 
TheCommonSenseBlog.typepad.com.   
 

o       o       o       o 
 
A few small pieces remain that I believe work to complete the framing of State of the National System of 
the United States of America.  About what is obviously wrong with Our National System and what, if We 
the People collectively decide to – only We could put in motion to fix those problems!   
 

It has been written that, “To whom much is given, much is expected’. 
It has also been stated that,  

“We do these things not because they are Easy, we do them because they are Hard”.  
 

I declare to you my Fellow Americans 
that after reading the pages of  The Second Coming of Common Sense,  

We will share a greater Understanding and Pubic Perspective about  
the Big Picture of America than ever before.  

  
Shared perspective on how serious national problems could be approached  

and put on a direct path to being resolved.   
We the People can be on the same page  

regarding Our Common Problems and their Controlled Elimination. 
 

o       o       o       o 
 

It would then be for You to determine whether to be of assistance in this historic Change movement.  
The nameless – the regular people – have always fought the Wars of Change.  

 
Again, with proper regard for those precious 1.26 million men and women  

that died in military service fighting for Our Democracy two (2) things are a good bet.  
First, they would be proud that We still have the Right 

 to fix Our Government when it is running amok as it is now.  
Secondly, why did We let things it get so far out of control and  

what in the world was taking us so long to get things fixed 
 

The Plain Truth is that under American Democracy there is factually  
no Common Sense rational for Our current national condition.  

 
o       o       o       o 

 
“Within Our Power to Alter Our Form of Government and Ourselves” 

 



 Common Sense 2009 
 

   22 

 
From Part 5 of CS2 (with some very minor changes!)  
 
We, the American public have the intelligence and the Constitutional Power, should We choose to 
exercise it to resolve any of our national problems.  In changing the National System to finally solve 
serious national problems winners and losers will be created, as is the case whenever any nation’s system 
was dramatically altered.  
 
We the People must unite our spirits and creativity just as the Founders did when they considered their 
options.  To calmly focus on the Common Good and to do what needs to be done to improve and maintain 
the Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness for all Americans. To accomplish this, the Majority of us 
need to continue to act responsibly, and must rightfully demand that the Minority do the same (those that 
would rather not change).  
 
We the People must always be willing to help our people that are trying to better themselves. That pure 
humanitarian quality runs deep in our basic national character and was born in the Christian foundation of 
our country.   
 
However, We must absolutely be willing to get tough and be determined to back it up — to declare that 
from now on, those who will not be responsible for their negative freewill actions will surely know the 
full fury of our disapproval .  This will be accomplished by raising the invisible Bar of Civil 
Responsibility and expecting that every American at least try to pull his or her own weight in our society. 
Their petty and lame excuses will no longer matter or be tolerated.  The free rides will be over.   
 

o       o       o       o 
 
We will have a few very tough things to do to bring our national house to proper order.  And although it is 
said that pain is relative, what We can collectively choose to bravely face now -- pales in comparison to 
what those brave men and women, Our national ancestors had to endure to birth our nation.  
 
And now, our children and our national ancestors are watching us to see if We will have such Vision and 
Courage.  Do We possess the individual and collective strength to face the challenges of our time -- to 
achieve victory for the sake of our Fellow Americans living this day and our posterity tomorrow?   
 

That is our challenge. 
 

o       o       o       o 
 
 
To continue.    
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One Writing for the Many  
 
Of my own freewill, over many years I earnestly researched, written, shared my findings with many 
people, and finally prepared this Independent analysis of our ailing National Condition -- and what could 
absolutely be done to remedy it in several critical areas!  These Changes will work if You and the rest of 
We the People determines to embrace the overall message of The Second Coming of Common Sense and 
An American Agenda. The admittedly serious Changes that We all know must now be made, can and will 
begin if Americans in every zip-code decide to make it happen.   
 
We the People have the absolute Right, Authority, and mutual Obligation to direct our National Destiny.  
Have no doubt that We will soon decide that Destiny based solely upon our collective action or inaction.   
 
Be assured that self-interested forces will surely come forward to speak against many of the concepts and 
proposals offered in CS2 to scare us about making such bold, economic and social Changes.  Just as they 
have deliberately done for decades.  However, it is they that will be afraid of losing their position of 
Power over the People, as directors of the publicly dysfunctional Status Quo.  
 
We can make any and all of the Changes detailed in CS2 (and others to be presented) in the name of the 
Common Good, since We will be acting under the provisions of the People’s Protector, the U.S. 
Constitution.  Fully guarded and authorized to “alter” our government as We the People deem necessary 
to promote Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness of our Citizens.  In the end, there is frankly nothing 
that they can do to stop us!  
 
I therefore challenge You – to review the contents of the entire 718 pages of The Second Coming of 
Common Sense.  My hope and prayer is that you find the words, the concepts, and the proposals contained 
therein to be of sufficient merit that you would pass news of them along to those you know, love, and 
otherwise care about.   And ask that they consider doing the same.   
 
It is now 2009 and it is our moment in time.  This grand opportunity for We the People to bravely 
confront and resolve our Common Problems is upon us.  These well-intended writings are presented to 
identify the prudent and practical, national Change process that is now required for Common Good our 
People.   
 
I firmly believe history has proven that the Words of the Pen are mightier than the Edge of the Sword.  
However, the Words must first be read by the Masses and embraced, before the Sword in whatever form 
it has taken – can be defeated…    

 
o     o     o     o 

 
 
And now to The Second Coming of Common Sense and the message of our historic and Democratic 
Revolution – dutifully written and presented for My Fellow Americans private review and consideration.  
 
 

 

A. J. Wildman 
 
 


